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And Growing ! 

 
The Little Lodge  

 
That Does  

 
Big Things! 

Dear Brothers and Sisters; 

I originally planned this month’s note with tidings of great joy, only to rewrite it with great sadness in my heart as 
we say farewell to our dear brother Tom Karpinko. However, there is joy knowing Tom is at peace and joining our 
wonderful fellow Elks who have gone before him.  
 
Tom was a wonderful man and an outstanding Elk. I knew him to have an abundant love for Elkdom, his fellow 
elks and most especially our Lodge. He proudly served our Order in so many capacities. It will be difficult to fill his 
shoes as State Scholarship Chairman. He was known to be a little "cantankerous" at times, but those who knew 
him well, knew his motivation was always what was best for the Elks. For me, he was true motivation to maintain 
the strong principles of our Order. Tom will be dearly missed in the state, the district and most especially around 
our Lodge. 

It was my extreme pleasure to choose Alicia Beck as our December Elk of the Month. This lady has done more for 
our Lodge than I have room to write. Her greatest accomplishment this year was all the fund raising events she 
planned for our Christmas Charity Program. Like Tom, she has a big heart for our Order and most especially her 
fellow elks. She always does a "Super Duper" job! Thank you Alicia! 

We had an outstanding 2009! I have no doubt 2010 will be even better! Thank you everyone for your part in 
making Johnson City Lodge 2821 shine! 

Blessings, ER Deb 

JOHNSON CITY ELKS LODGE # 2821  
NEWSLETTER – JANUARY 2010 

 
4212 Watson Blvd., Johnson City, NY  13790 - 1052 

Phone - (607) 798-0358  e-mail: ELKSJC@AOL.COM 
WEBSITE: www.tier.net/jcelks/ 

 

ELKS CARE – ELKS SHARE 

  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR  – Bill Bayliff – bbayliff@sc.rr.com 
PRINTING and DISTRIBUTION – Jerry & Pat Smith  

THANK YOU! I'm not sure the words ‘Thank You’ could ever express how thankful we are for all you have done 
for us.  As you all know, the benefit was an enormous success thanks to all your hard work.  It was truly a success 
because of all your giving hearts.  Our benefit was a prime example of an Elk.  The JC Elk's Lodge is full of 
compassionate, caring and loving people who took time out of their busy lives to help us, for that we are eternally 
grateful. 
 
We will be going to Duke University in Durham, NC the first week of January and you all made that possible 
through this benefit. We will be able to get the best treatment possible thanks to all of you. 
 
Our lodge ER Debbie has given our lodge a new slogan "The little Lodge that does BIG things."  Well, how true is 
that!  We are honored to be members of the JC lodge! 
 
Again Thank You All, Love, The Hoover Family 

 
Look throughout this newsletter for a membership number. It will look like this **999**. If it is your 
number, just come to the lodge bar and claim your ‘Friday Night Dinner For One ’ prize certificate. The 
winner must come in person and show his or her membership card to the bartender. Your prize must be 
claimed before the month has ended. That’s all there is too it! You can then use it on any Friday Night. 
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ELKS OF THE MONTH 

January     2009 - Steve Flint 
February    - Deb Prindle 
March                  -              Charlotte Mal uchnik 
April  - Bill Bayliff 
May  - Ben Cabot II 
June  - Mike Dopko 
July  - Ken Jennison 
August                - Mike Bartosik 
September - Kimberly & Paul Reger 
October  - Sheryl Scalley 
November - Dan Hoover 
December           - Alicia Beck 
 

      * OFFICER OF THE YEAR * 
2001-02   - Ron Foster 
2002-03   - William Bayliff  
2003-04   - Dennis Gazda 
2004-05  - Alicia Beck 
2005-06  - Herb Flint 
2006-07  - Mark Prindle 
2007-08  - Kathy Neiss 
2008-09  - Russ Ryan  

 
                               * ELK OF THE YEAR  * 
2001-02   - Doug Neiss 
2002-03   - Charlotte Maluchnik 
2003-04  - Jill Foster 
2004-05  - Tom Karpinko 
2005-06  - Linda Koliander 
2006-07  - Sharon Flint 
2007-08  - Elinor Gardner 
2008-09  - Jerry Smith  

           
              * CITIZEN OF THE YEAR * 

2004-05  - Nancy Graver 
2005-06  - Glen Roberts 
2006-07  - Kim Reger 
2007-08  - Rosemary Lafreniere 
2008-09  - Audrey LoPresti  
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Lodge 
Pins  

Only $3 
 

                  Memorial Sunday  
 
The Memorial Sunday Service, held each year on the first 
Sunday in December, is one of the most important rituals 
that we hold.  This is the final honor that we give our Elk 
members.  This year’s service was most moving.  Thank 
you to the Officers for being well prepared and 
performing their duties with dignity and respect.  Special 
Thank you to Marie Osick and Bruce Drozdak from the 
Holy Trinity Church choir for their performance of “On 
Eagles Wings”, also Lori Cabot and Marty DuVault for 
playing bagpipes to the tune of “Amazing Grace”.  It was 
a pleasure to have Doug Neiss recite the “Jolly Corks 
Toast” and Bill Maney reading a poem called “They are 
gone, but not Forgotten”.  We also had the Honor of our 
District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler, Bob Thomas from 
the Cortland Lodge as our guest speaker. 
The families and friends of our departed Members 
witnessed the respect we have for our Members’ families 
through the loss we share with them, and the comfort we 
provide them. They know they will be held in our hearts 
and minds as long as Elkdom and our Lodges continue. 
These are not just words we speak; it is the one reason 
the Eleven O’Clock Toast is so special.  Thank you to all 
who attended.  
Kathleen Neiss, PER, Memorial Service Committee 
 

BUILDING FUND TOTAL =   

$16,087.13 
 
Cash Acct ----------  $   514.57 
089 CD --------------   $4,026.74 
092 CD --------------   $4,031.60 
085 CD --------------   $4,016.52 
Vanguard Fund---   $3,497.70  

 
On December 17th our lodge lost a Charter Member who 
was a key driving force in the establishment of our lodge. 
Tom Karpinko  became an Exalted Ruler, State Vice 
President and District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler. Tom 
was also our South Central District and New York State 
Elks Scholarship Chairman; a job he loved and in which 
he greatly distinguished himself. The overwhelming 
turnout of past State Presidents, District Deputies and 
other Elks from around New York State at his ‘Lodge of 
Sorrow’ testifies to the love and respect in which he was 
held. He will be missed throughout Elkdom and especially 
in our lodge. Our deepest condolences go out to his wife 
Marsha and to his entire family. Tom loved our little 
lodge. His generosity to it and to all Elkdom will never be 
forgotten and we will forever hold him in our hearts.    
Bill Bayliff - Editor   
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Membership Corner 
Awaiting Initiation  

                                        None 
Applications in Process  

Holley Angel, proposed by Sheryl Scalley 
Robert Howard proposed by Mike Dopko 

Douglas Whittaker proposed by Bob Gillette 
Kristin Roberts proposed by Sheryl Scalley 

(Affiliation from Endicott) 
Joe Palmasani proposed by George Henson 

Anne Hamlett proposed by Sharon Flint 
 

Proposing candidates helps us to share our values w ith 
the community. Our numbers are growing! Next Month is 

Up to YOU!  
 
Membership Status  

 
Membership as of  04/01/2009              203 
 
Members Initiated               +17 
Members Affiliated                +1 
Members Reinstated                +0 
 
Member Transfer and Absolute Demits   - 0 
Members Deceased    - 2 
Dropped From Our Rolls     - 0 

                                                ------------ 
Current Membership                           219 

 
WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBER(S)  

Patty Munson  
 

2009-2010 Dues Status  – the following members have not 
yet paid their dues: Nicholas Albertine, Emily Guiles, 

Joyce Kalada, Bob Logan, Bill Matolka, Mary Opie, S teve 
Opie, Ken Ross, Alex Shupka, Karen Signorino, Ron 
Smith, Jerry Srednicki, Mike Whitmore, Mike Zimmer  

Reminders were mailed in July. 
 

Please be sure to send any address changes, should you 
move. It is very important that I keep  

our lodge and Grand Lodge records current. 
Paul Reger, Lodge Secretary 

 

 

 

LODGE #2821 
HONORS OUR VETERANS 

“So Long As There Are 
Veterans, The 

Benevolent And 
Protective Order of Elks 

Will Never Forget 
Them! ”  

THE VETERANS CORNER 
Herb Flint, Chairperson hflint@stny.rr.com  
(723-7429 -  759-8985)      
 

3rd Sunday Every Month. 
Oxford Veterans Home Visit.        

 
The visit to Oxford this month included Santa (Scott 
Dow), a large group of singers, and a Bagpiper (Marty 
BeVault).  We gave out presents, and lots of smiles to all 
of the residents. 
 
I would like to say THANK YOU TO ALL WHO CAME 
TO OXFORD!!!!!  See picture below! 
      
This brings me to say that I do realize that you all can't 
go to Oxford, but you can do other things.  A couple of 
them is to donate to the effort($), or you can drop off 
birthday cards at the lodge for any month, and the 
biggest thing that you can all do is go to Oxford at least 
once during the year.  You have no idea of the impact a 
couple of smiling faces makes!    Remember, some day 
we will all be in this situation and we will want someone 
to come and see us when the time comes.  Some of 
these people do not have family in the area so our visit 
is the only outside contact they get.  Please visit Oxford 
at least once a year--you don't need some special skill 
just a smiling face, and ability to talk (you don't have to 
make sense). Vets Chairman, Herby Flint 
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Thank you from your Community Activities Chairperso n!  
 
This past week we held our HCA and Children’s Christmas Parties !   These could not have happened without  
your donations.   

·  Pitch Players – You have donated portions of your 50/50 to these events 
·  Thursday Card Players – You have donated portions of your 50/50 to these events. 
·  Monday Card Club – You have donated portions of your 50/50 to these event!  
·  Members – I have seen how many of you drop your spare change (and dollars) into our “change jar”.   Many 

of you donate part of your 50/50 winnings.  I don’t know all the names; please know “you” are greatly 
appreciated.  

You made it possible for Christmas to be brighter for some very special people. 
  
Has anyone ever told you what wonderful people you are? 
I hope you are told dozens of times, because you are amazing. 
It takes someone special to do what you do. 
It takes someone remarkable to make the lives of everyone around them nicer, brighter, and more beautiful.  
It takes someone who has a big heart and caring soul. 
It takes someone who is living proof of how precious a person can be. 
It takes someone just like you.  
 
 

   Submitted by Alicia Beck, Community Activities Chairperson                              ** 215** 
 

 Did You Know?  
 
Congratulations to Nancy Wlostowski!   Nancy has been named Co-Regional Director for NYS IMPS – Internet 
Miniature Pinscher Services.   This group’s mission is to rescue Miniature Pinschers.  The dogs are in very 
challenging and sometimes dangerous situations. Nancy  works to arranges foster home placement.  Joe and 
Nancy  have spent countless hours transporting these little ones to their new locations. Their affection for this lovable 
breed drives them to ensure these little ones are safely adopted into new forever  homes.   Thanks Nancy and Joe  
for investing your time and energy to care for these little ones.   
 
Congratulations to Leanna Beck !  Leanna, ran her 1/2 marathon during the Philadelphia Marathon!  She will be 
participating in the 2010 NYC Marathon!    
 
One of our regular Friday Night Dinner customers, won $13,000 at Tioga Downs !  His name will not be mentioned. 
You will have to come to a Friday Night Dinner, to find out!  I’m sure you will hear this wonderful story!   
 
Alicia’s  sister is taking her to Las Vegas for her Christmas present!  (No, she’s not adopting any brothers or sisters 
at this time….) 
 
Dino Christopher  was seen with a NY Yankee hat on! 
 
Three visiting Elks  dropped into the lodge during our Christmas Party!  They were from Virginia and 
Pennsylvania.   John Tokos, Deb V. and Jason B.,  quickly prepared a meal and offered them the friendship and 
brotherly love our lodge is known for!  They were so very grateful.  They left invitations for everyone to visit them at 
their lodges!  That’s what brotherly love is all about!   
 
Our ER, Deb Valenta,  is going to be a grandmother again!  Her daughter, Elyse, is expecting!    
 
Susan Whalen , a new member, is a pharmacist for United Medical Associates!  She has jumped right in to 
volunteer and you can see her smiling face bartending!   
 
Got some news you would like to share, let me know so I can include in our next “Did You Know?” article!   
 
   Submitted by Alicia Beck, Community Activities Chairperson 
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Children's Christmas Party: 
  
  We had the pleasure to adopt 6 families from Mom's House. What a group of wonderful people. We had 5 Mother's 
& 1 Father (7 children). We will have a little album at the lodge of the party as soon as we gather all the pictures. This 
way you can see where your donations went to. These single parents are raising their children & going to school and 
trying to work at the same time. It is not an easy job but they are determined to try to make a good home & life for 
their children. God know it is hard out in the world today. I want to thank all of our members for your donations. 
Without it we would not have been able to do this. I want to thank Paula Hoover, Seirra Merrick, Ann Hamlett & Alicia 
Beck for helping me shop on Black Friday for this. To Kim & Paul Reger for donating their store for storing the 
presents and for wrapping last minute items  & delivering them to us Sunday morning for me. To Kathy Neiss, Marie 
Cox, Mary Jane Bridges, Steve Flint & Deb Valenta for wrapping presents after the Memorial service. To Paula & Dan 
Hoover for going shopping for the food boxes that we got each of the families and for making the delicious luncheon 
that we served them. To Scott Dow for being Santa & Barketa Motsko for taking time out from her job Sunday and 
coming down and taking pictures & donating them to us, Great Pictures! To Vern Turner who came down and did face 
paintings on the children. (He did 300 to 400 children the day before in Owego).To Deb Valenta, Ken Jennison, Dino 
Christopher, Wendy Turner, Ann Hamlett, Steve Flint, Herb Flint & Robert Carr for helping all day at the party. I hope I 
did not miss anyone. If so I apologize. All these people who volunteered made this possible. Thank You so much for 
helping me do something that is so dear to my heart. This is what Christmas and our lodge are all about. Putting 
smiles on these Children’s faces is priceless.  Hope to see you all next year. 
  
Thank you so much!!!! , Sharon Flint PER 
 

                 

 
January Birthdays  

 
02 Bill Beck              02 Dolene Riley 08 Dale S tevens 12 Margaret Fenson 
14 Louis Pittarelli 15 Al Clough              17 Lo ri Wahila              19 Dino Christopher 
22 Connie Carle 22 Gordie Knorr 22 Freda Pezzuti 25  Bob Corey 
25 Cathy Massie 26 Brian Deno  28 Davis Nowetner 29  Lenny Healey 

  
                                                           Remember to stop in for your Birthday drink . 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  
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Recap of HCA Christmas Party!    What a joyous event.  Our excited guests Tabitha, Marie, Shawn L., Shawn, John 
and Larry  were treated to dinner and a visit from Santa!   
 
Many thanks to: 
 

·  Mike B.  and Marie  who helped set up the room! 
·  Char for the most  beautiful, delicious, cookie tray!  Dozens of homemade goodies.  
·  Jerry Smith for Christmas Buttons (which they loved) and helping with serving. 
·  David and Elinor for their continued support and helping each year with this important event. 
·  Wendy, Russ, Ken, Dino for lodge officer support. 
·  Deb, our ER, for her support and enthusiasm.  
·  Jason and Bill B., for their kitchen expertise!  
·  Susan, for being our bartender. 
·  Barketa, for photography support. 
·  Jerry and Pat Smith for their generosity in full-filling Marie’s wish list. 
·  Wendy for her donation to Shawn’s wish list. 
·  Char for her donation to Tabitha’s List  
·  Carol Nanni,  for her support of this event!  
·  HCA Staff, for their skill and professionalism ensuring everyone had a wonderful time!  
 

Lastly, many thanks to Scott who makes the best Santa!   
 
   Submitted by Alicia Beck, Community Activities Chairperson 
 

 
Recap of Lodge Christmas Party!   
 
These events are great fellowship opportunities for our lodge!  Writing these recaps gives me the forum to say thanks!   
It takes a team to ensure an event is successful!  
 
Thanks to: 

·  Our ER, Deb,  for planning, shopping, cooking, bartending and supporting this annual event!  
·  Our kitchen team, John, Jay, Bill, Alicia and Deb. John  made delicious homemade cranberry sauce and the 

yummy gravy!  They also made sure our guests had a hot meal!   
·  To all those who came into the kitchen and said “What can we do to help!”  Dino and Rita, Elinor and David, 

Gerri Jurkiw, Wendy, Dan and Paula Hoover, and Char .  We could have not done it without you!     
·  A special thanks to Wendy,  who just popped in around 1PM and helped set up! 
·  Steve Flint our bartender!  
·  Jerry Smith  for our beautiful Lodge Christmas Buttons!  He also sat and talked with our out of state guests and 

made sure they got dessert!   He’s a great lodge ambassador.  
·  David Gardner, for his “auditing” during all our game events.  His answer was final!  
·  Elinor for donating a portion of the 60/40 to the Oxford Vets Christmas Fund.  
·  Elinor, David and Deb for clean-up assistance!  
·  Highlights from the Party:  It was a full Lodge wit h the sound of laughter and making Merry!    
·  There was the Best Hand controversy  (you had to be there, ask Dino) 
·   Christmas Trivia , Yankee Swap  (the hottest gift was a NY Yankee Hat, which somehow landed on Dino’s 

head!)  
·   60/40, Gift  giveaways, and The Carousel Horse , music box raffle! 
 
Finally, the event raised $134.00 for our Oxford Veteran’s Christmas Fund!   This was presented to Herb Flint  our 
Veteran Chairperson.  The night ended with our ER Deb, reciting the 11th hour Toast.   Everyone packed up their 
goodies and prepared to depart………. 

 
And we heard everyone exclaim as they left the lodge…..Merry Christmas to all and to all a good night! 
 
   Submitted by Alicia Beck, ER Lodge Activity Chairperson 
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  
27 (Dec) 
 

 
 

28 (Dec) 
 
6pm- TSQ  
Sign In 
 
 

29 (Dec) 
  
1-5pm Cards 
 
 
 

30 (Dec) 
 
6:30pm- 
Carle’s Cards  
        

 

31 (Dec) 
 
Lodge Closed 
 
New Year’s 
Eve 

1 
 
Lodge Closed 
 
New Year’s Day  

2 
  
 

3 
 
 

4 
 
6pm- TSQ  
Sign In 
 
6pm- Trustees 
 

5 
 
1-5pm Cards 
 
7pm Lodge 
Meeting 
 

6 
 
6:30pm- 
Carle’s Cards 
 
 

7 
 
 
Gardner’s 
Cards 
 

8 
 
Rita & Dino’s 
Chicken Parm 
and Spaghetti 
5 – 7pm 

9 
 
Gardner’s Card 
Party 

10 
 
 

11 
 
6pm- TSQ  
Sign In 
 
 

12 
 
1-5pm Cards 
 
 
 

13 
 
6:30pm- 
Carle’s Cards 
 

14 
 
 
Gardner’s 
Cards 
 

15 
 
Steve’s 
Spaghetti and 
Meatballs 
5 – 7pm 

16 
 
 

17 

 
Oxford 
Veterans 
Home Visit  

18 
 
6pm- TSQ  
Sign In  
 
6pm- Trustees 
 

19 
1-5pm Cards 
 
7pm Lodge 
Meeting  
 
Newsletter 
Articles  Due  

20 
 
6:30pm- 
Carle’s Cards  
 
 
 

21 
 
Gardner’s 
Cards 
 

22 
 
John’s  
Shepard’s Pie 
5 – 7pm 

23 
 
 

24 
 

 

25 
 
6pm- TSQ  
Sign In 
 
 

26 
 
1-5pm Cards 
 
7pm-  
PER Meeting 

27 
 
6:30pm- 
Carle’s Cards  
 
 

28   
 

Gardner’s 
Cards  

 

29 
 
Sheryl’s 
Lasagna 
5 – 7pm 

30 
 

31 
 
  
    

1 (Feb) 
 
6pm- TSQ  
Sign In 
 
6pm- Trustees 
 
 

2 (Feb) 
 
1-5pm Cards 
 
7pm Lodge 
Meeting 
 

3 (Feb) 
 
6:30pm- 
Carle’s Cards 
 
 

4 (Feb) 
 
 
Gardner’s 
Cards  
 

5 (Feb) 
 
Dinner 
5 – 7pm 

6 (Feb) 

 

   JANUARY 2010 – CALENDAR OF EVENTS:  
           
      Lodge Hours:       Monday  – Lodge Opens at 6pm 
                   Tuesday – Lodge Opens at Noon 
                         Wednesday & Thursday – Lod ge Opens at 5pm 
                       Friday – Lodge Opens at 4pm 

                Saturday – Lodge Opens at 6pm 
  
     Sunday Openings will be determined by Events   
     All Friday Dinners will be $8 with coffee and dessert!  

 
Share your favorite family recipe and time with you r fellow members!  Volunteer your team to cook on a  Friday Night! 
                                                                (See Sharon Flint to schedule your  Friday.) 
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2009-2010 Lodge Officers  
Exalted Ruler      –Deb Valenta  
Leading Knight  – Ken Jennison  
Loyal Knight       – Russ Ryan  
Lecturing Knight – Dino Christopher   
Esquire               – Kathy Neiss, PER  
Chaplain             – Ben Cabot, II  
Inner Guard        – Wendy Turner 
Tiler                    – Tim Turner  
Secretary           – Paul Reger      
Treasurer           – Dennis Gazda 

  
Trustees:  (1yr) Helen Sicignano, Chair,  
(2yr) vacant, (3yr) Mike Kelley,  
(4yr) Bill Maney, PER  and   (5yr) Kimberly Reger 

Accident Prevention & 
Insurance. 
  Mike Kelley 
Americanism Programs 
  Tim Turner 
Auditing&Accounting 
  Tom Karpinko 
Bell Jar / Gaming 
  Paul Reger 
Business Practices 
  Dennis Gazda 
Community Activities 
  Alicia Beck 
Drug Awareness 
  Kathy Neiss 
Elks National Foundation 
  Russ Ryan 
Flag Day Service 
  Wendy Turner 
   

Government Relations 
  Sharon Flint 
Hoop&Soccer Shoots 
    Ken Jennison 
Indoctrination (M’ship) 
  Deb Valenta 
Internet / Webmaster 
  John Oakes 
Investigation (M’ship) 
  Herb Flint 
Lapsation (M’ship) 
  Paul Reger 
Lodge Activities 
  Alicia Beck 
Mediator 
  Tom Karpinko 
Membership 
  Steve Flint 
Mother’s Day 
  Lori Wahila 

2009-2010 LODGE COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

House Committee:  
  Ken Jennison, Chair, Mary Ellen Jennison, Sharon Flint,  
Holly Belveg, Steve Flint and Mike Dopko 
   

NYSEA Chairman:     Tom Karpinko, Scholarships 

South Central (6360) District Chairm en 
Kathy Neiss, Drug Awareness         

 
Herb Flint, Veterans Service      

 
Doug Neiss, Gov. Relations & Protocol 
       

Tom Karpinko, Scholarships 
 
Paul Reger, Public Relations & Empire State Elk         
                

Steve Flint, Major Project  
  

Memorial Sunday 
  Kathy Neiss 
National Service/Vets 
  Herb Flint 
NYSEA Major Project 
  Steve Flint 
Presiding Justice 
   Bill Maney 
Public Relations 
  Alicia Beck 
Scholarship & Grants 
  Marsha Karpinko 
Standing Relief 
  ER, Knights,  
Sec.,&  Treas.  
Visiting Committee 
  Bill Maney 
Youth Activities 
  Ken Jennison 
 

Past Exalted Rulers Association  
  
     Bill Bayliff,  PSVP / PDDGER 
     Alicia Beck, PER  
     Jim Bridges, PER  
     Sharon Flint, PER   
     Steve Flint, PSVP / PDDGER-----(JC PER President) 
     Ron Foster, PER  
     Tom Karpinko, PSVP / PDDGER 
     Joe Maluchnik, PSVP   
     Bill Maney, PER  
     Doug Neiss, PSVP  
     Kathy Neiss, PER ------------------- (JC PER Secretary) 


